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This instruction implements DoDD 1005.6, Display of National Flag at Half Staff, and AFPD 

34-12, Air Force Protocol, and applies to all Air  Force units and members as well  as Air  

National Guard and U.S. Air Force Reserve units and members. Major commands (MAJCOM), 

direct reporting units (DRU) and field operating agencies (FOA) may supplement this 

instruction to furnish detailed guidance for base-level operations and provide for periodic 

self-inspections. All  requests to issue supplements must be submitted to Headquarters Air  Force 

Services (HQ USAF/A1S), 1770 Air  Force Pentagon, Washington, D.C. 20330-1770. Send 

comments to Headquarters Air  Force Services, HQ USAF/A1S, using AF IMT 847, 

Recommendation for Change of Publication. Ensure all records created as a result of processes 

pre-scribed in this publication are maintained in accordance with AFPD 37-1, Air Force 

Information Management, and AFMAN 37-123, (will  become AFMAN 33-363) Management of 

Records, and disposed of in accordance with the Air Force Records Disposition Schedule (RDS) 

located at https://afrims.amc.af.mil. 

SUMMARY OF CHANGES 

  This interim change implements new guidelines that clarify (1) types and display of the United 

States flag both at home and overseas; (2) display of the Prisoner of War/Missing in Action and 

the Medal of Honor flags; (3) updates recent changes in flag etiquette and adds a section on 

Saluting the Flag; (5) changes protocol to be observed during playing of the Air Force Song; (6) 

updates two internet based web sites. 

 

http://www.e-publishing.af.mil/
https://afrims.amc.af.mil/
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Chapter 1 

AIR FORCE PROTOCOL P ROGRAM  

1.1.  Scope.  This instruction establishes policy and provides guidance for excellence in 

protocol, decorum, customs and courtesies during Air  Force ceremonies, conferences and social 

events; in hosting distinguished visitors; and in honors afforded at military funerals. MAJCOM, 

DRU, and FOA commanders; the Chief, National Guard Bureau; and the Commander, Air  

Force Reserve Command, may issue additional instructions specific to their protocol 

operations so long as they further support the goals of the United States Air Force and specific 

military missions. 

1.2.  Overview.  Protocol for the military and government agencies is a code of traditional 

precedence, courtesy and etiquette in matters of military, diplomatic, official and celebratory 

ceremonies. Military protocol encompasses the knowledge, accumulation and application of 

established service customs. 

1.3.  Roles and Responsibilities. 

1.3.1.  HQ Air Force Services is responsible for protocol policy, resource advocacy and 
oversight. 

1.3.2.  The Air  Force Protocol Office supports the protocol needs of the Chief of Staff of the 

Air  Force (CSAF) and the Secretary of the Air  Force (SecAF), and provides protocol 

guidance to MAJCOM and DRU staffs. 

1.3.3.  The Air Force Personnel Center manages the protocol assignments process and 

maintains career path information in the development of officer, enlisted, and civilian 
personnel. 

1.3.4.  The Air  Force Services Agency develops operational guidance to implement 

protocol policy and support protocol needs in the field. 

1.3.5.  The Air  Force Institute of Technology, School of Engineering and Services develops 
and provides formal protocol training programs. 

1.3.6.  MAJCOM and DRU Protocol Offices support the protocol needs of the 

MAJCOM/CC and DRU/CC, support policy and procedural issues within the command or 

DRU and coordinate with HQ Air Force Services, the Air Force Protocol Office and the Air 
Force Services Agency, as necessary. 

1.3.7.  Installation Protocol Offices establish quality protocol programs, identify 

requirements and execute their programs in compliance with this instruction.  Protocol 

officers are responsible for protocol decorum, customs and courtesies during Air Force 

ceremonies, conferences and social events; in hosting distinguished visitors; and in honors 

afforded at military funerals. They work special projects requiring an understanding of 

international, diplomatic or political sensitivity to individuals and groups representing a 
variety of politics, cultures, nationalities and religions. 
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Chapter 2 

FLAGS AND PLATES  

Section 2AðIntroduction 

2.1.  Purpose.  This chapter prescribes policy for the display, disposition, and use of flags, 

guidons, streamers, and automobile and aircraft plates. Only the flags, guidons, streamers, and 

automobile and aircraft plates described in this chapter are authorized for use in the Air  Force and 

on Air  Force installations. 

2.2.  Design.  Design elements appear on both sides of flags and guidons with the image on the 

opposite side appearing as a mirror image (letters and numerals read from left to right on both 
sides). 

2.3.  Materials.  Flags designed primarily for indoor and parade display will normally be made 

of banner rayon or heavyweight nylon with rayon fringe. Those designed primarily for outdoor 

display will  be made of nylon-wool or heavyweight nylon without fringe. Older flags, made 

exclusively of wool, should be used until no longer serviceable and then replaced with flags 

made of newer synthetic materials. 

2.4.  Restrictions.  The following limitations and prohibitions are applicable to flags, guidons 
and streamers. 

2.4.1.  Carrying of non-military organizational flags. United States military personnel in 

uniform or in civilian clothing, acting in an official capacity, wil l  not carry flags of 

veterans groups or other non-military organizations; commanders may, however, 

authorize military personnel to carry state, territorial or national flags during military 

ceremonies. United States military personnel in uniform are authorized to carry all 

Department of Defense recognized flags. 

2.4.2.  Unserviceable flags. Unserviceable flags will  not be used as banners or for any other 

purpose. When a flag is no longer suitable for display, it will  not be cast aside or used in any 

way that may be viewed as disrespectful. Unserviceable flags should be destroyed privately, 

preferably by burning, in a way that does not show irreverence or disrespect to the flag. 

2.4.3.  Serviceable flags. Serviceable flags purchased with appropriated funds are not to 

be sold, loaned or donated to non-military persons or organizations. This restriction does not 

prohibit the presentation of flags to families upon the death of a military member at a funeral 

or other appropriate setting (consult with your comptroller and staff judge advocate). 

2.5.  Authorized flags and plates.  Flags and plates are authorized for positions or 
individuals as prescribed in this publication. 

2.6.  Design of Official Emblems.  For flags of organizations authorized emblems, refer to 

AFI84-105, Organizational Lineage, Honors, and Heraldry, for design, approval and 

construction. This instruction covers use of flags on Air Force installations after they have been 
approved and produced. 
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Section 2BðUnited States National Flag 

2.7.  Flag Protocol.  Title 4 United States Code establishes the rules for proper use and 

display of, and patriotic customs to be shown to the flag of the United States. The flag of the 

United States shall only be displayed on Air Force installations according to these rules and 
customs and the below guidance. 

2.7.1.  Members must show proper respect for the flag. Criminal penalties for desecration of 

the flag of the United States are outlined in Title 18 United States Code, section 700. 

2.7.2.  Dependents or visitors to an Air  Force installation are required to show due respect for 

the flag of the United States. Failure to do so renders them subject to exclusion from the 
installation. 

2.7.3.  Representations of the flag displayed in a manner or fashion that would impair the 

mission or detract from good order, discipline or morale of Air Force members may be 

excluded from the installation by the commander, as may the persons displaying 
representations of the flag in such a manner. 

2.7.4.  The flag of the United States will  always be displayed or carried in ceremonies when 

any other flags are displayed or carried. The union of the flag and the flag itself, when in 
company with other flags, is always given the position of honor. 

2.7.5.  Flag spreaders are not authorized for Air Force usage. 

2.8.  Sizes and Occasions for Display.  Sizes, types and occasions for display of the flag of 
the United States are as follows: 

2.8.1.  U.S. Installation/Base Flag. This flag is lightweight nylon bunting material, 8 feet by 

17 feet and is only displayed in fair weather from an installation flagstaff.  This is the typical 
flag used at Air Force installations. 

2.8.2.  US All-purpose Flags.  The all-purpose flag comes in two materials: 

2.8.2.1.  A flag of lightweight nylon bunting material 5 feet by 9 feet 6 inches replaces 

the base flag during inclement weather. It is also used for outdoor display with flags of 

friendly nations in foreign dignitary arrival ceremonies. 

2.8.2.2.  A flag of rayon bunting material 3 feet by 4 feet is used for outdoor display with 

flags of friendly foreign nations in arrival ceremonies or to indicate joint occupancy of a 

building by two or more countries. They are also commonly used as the flag presented at 

retirements. 

2.8.3.  Ceremonial Flag. This flag is rayon or synthetic substitute material, 4 feet 4 inches by 
5 feet 6 inches, trimmed on three edges with yellow rayon fringe 2 inches wide. 

2.8.4.  Organizational Flag. This flag is rayon or synthetic substitute material and is 3 feet by 
4 feet. It is trimmed on three edges with rayon fringe 2 inches wide. 

2.8.5.  Interment Flag. This flag is 5 feet by 9 feet 6 inches of any approved material. The 

interment flag is authorized for deceased military personnel and for deceased veterans. To 

receive a flag, fill  out VA Form 21-2008, Application for United States Flag for Burial 
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Purposes, and take it to any VA Regional Office or U.S. Post Office. This is the size flag 
used to drape over a closed casket. 

2.8.6.  Retirement Flag. The flag may be either 3 feet by 4 feet or 3 feet by 5 feet. Members 

retiring from the Air  Force are entitled to presentation of a United States flag. Base O&M 

funds are authorized for this purchase. For details, refer to AFI 65-601V1, Budget Guidance 
and Procedures. 

2.8.7.  Automobile Flags. There are three sizes of this flag, each with specific uses. 

2.8.7.1.  The 12-inch by 18-inch flag is trimmed on 3 sides with yellow fringe, 1 inches 

wide. It is displayed with the individual automobile flag of the President and Vice 
President of the United States. 

2.8.7.2.  The 18-inch by 26-inch flag is trimmed on 3 sides with yellow fringe, 1 inches 

wide. It is displayed on government automobiles of individuals who are authorized 

positional colors. 

2.8.7.3.  The 6-inch by 9-inch flag is without fringe. This flag is authorized for display on 

government automobiles of general officers and members of the Senior Executive 
Service. 

2.8.8.  Garrison Flag. Made of approved materials, 20 feet by 38 feet. Flown on holidays and 

special occasions. Can be substituted with the installation flag. 

2.9.  Time and Occasions for Display.  It is universal custom to display the flag only from 

sunrise to sunset on buildings and on stationary flagstaffs in the open. However, when a 

patriotic effect is desired, the flag may be displayed 24 hours a day if properly illuminated 

during the hours of darkness. Al l flags should be illuminated when displayed with the flag of 
the United States. 

2.9.1.  Each Air  Force installation is authorized to fly one installation flag from reveille to 

retreat, normally on a flagstaff placed in front of the installation headquarters. Additional 

flagstaffs and flags are authorized adjacent to each dependent school on the installation. 

Written requests for exceptions to policy are sent to the appropriate MAJCOM vice 

commander for approval. Approval letter wil l be maintained by the installation protocol 

office. 

2.9.2.  The flag should be hoisted briskly and lowered ceremoniously. 

2.9.3.  The flag should not be displayed on days when the weather is inclement, except 
when an all-weather flag is used. 

2.9.4.  The flag should be displayed on all days, especially on New Yearôs Day, January 1; 

Inauguration Day, January 20; Martin Luther King Jr.'s birthday, third Monday in January; 

Lincolnôs Birthday, February 12; Washingtonôs Birthday, third Monday in February; Easter 

Sunday (variable); Motherôs Day, second Sunday in May; Armed Forces Day, third Saturday 

in May; Memorial Day (half-staff until noon), the last Monday in May; Flag Day, June 14; 

Fatherôs Day, third Sunday in June; Independence Day, July 4; Labor Day, first Monday in 

September; Constitution Day and Air Force Birthday, September 17; Patriot Day, September 

11; Columbus Day, second Monday in October; Navy Day, October 27; Veterans Day, 

November 11; Thanksgiving Day, fourth Thursday in November; Christmas Day, December 
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25; the birthdays of States (date of admission); on State holidays and other days as may be 
proclaimed by the President of the United States. 

2.9.5.  The flag should be displayed during school days in or near every schoolhouse. 

2.10.  Position and Manner of Display.  The following rules will be observed: 

2.10.1.  When carried in a procession with another flag or flags, the flag of the United States 

should be either on the marching right; that is, to the flagôs own right (to the far right of all 

others), or, if there is a line of other flags, in front of the center line as in Figure 2.1. This is 

also correct when flags are displayed in a stationary position. Flags carried by troops are 

never at half-staff. 

Figure 2.1.  Flag of the United States Carried in Procession with Another Flag. 

 

2.10.2.  The flag of the United States, when it is displayed with another flag against a 

wall from crossed staffs, should be on the right, the flagôs own right (observerôs left), and 
its staff should be in front of the staff of the other flag (Figure 2.2.). 

Figure 2.2.  Flag of the United States Displayed and Another Flag Displayed with Crossed 

Staffs. 

 

2.10.3.  When the flag of the United States is displayed from a flagstaff with other flags, the 

following appli es: 

2.10.3.1.  When a number of flags are grouped and displayed from staffs radiating from 

a central point, and no foreign flags are in the display, the flag of the United States will  be 
in the center and at the highest point of the group as shown in Figure 2.3. 
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Figure 2.3.  Flag of the United States Displayed with Other Flags Radiating from a Central 

Point. 

 

2.10.3.2.  When a number of flags are displayed from staffs set in a line, all staffs will  

be of the same height and same finial. The flag of the United States will  be at the right, 

that is to the left of an observer facing the display (Figure 2.4.). However, if no foreign 

national flags are involved in the display, the flag of the United States may be placed at 

the center of the line providing it is displayed at a higher level than the other flags in the 
display (Figure 2.5.). 

Figure 2.4.  Flag of the United States Displayed in a Line with Other Flags at Equal Height. 

 

Figure 2.5.  Flag of the United States Displayed in a Line with Other Flags at Lower Level. 

 

2.10.4.  When flags of states, cities, or localities, or pennants of societies are flown on the 

same halyard with the flag of the United States, the flag of the United States should 

always be at the peak. When the flags are flown from adjacent staffs, the flag of the United 

States should be hoisted first and lowered last. No flag or pennant may be placed above the 

flag of the United States. The only exception is when the flag of the United States is flown at 
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half -staff for an official observance, foreign national flags may be above the flag of the 
United States. 

2.10.5.  When flags of two or more nations are displayed, they are to be flown from separate 

staffs of the same height.  The flags should be of equal size.  International usage prescribes 

the display of the flag of one nation equal to that of another nation in time of peace.  The 

flags will be displayed in a line, alphabetically, using the English alphabet, with the flag of 

the United States at its own right (the observerôs left).  When in North Atlantic Treaty 

Organization (NATO) countries, NATO member country flags are displayed in French 

alphabetical order.  Use and display of flags by Air Force in foreign countries is done by the 

Air Force commanders obtaining instructions from the office of the United States Defense 

Attaché.  In the absence of such an office, contact the senior Air Force officer on duty in the 

foreign country concerned.  The Defense Attaché or senior Air Force officer formulates 

standardized instructions in keeping with existing treaties and arrangements or practices 

otherwise agreeable to the host country.  Inquiries relating to display of flags in foreign 

countries may be directed to Headquarters US Air Force, International Affairs Division (HQ 

USAF/CVAI). 

2.10.6.  When the flag of the United States is displayed from a staff projecting horizontally 

or at an angle from the windowsill, balcony or front of a building, the union of the flag 

should be placed at the peak of the staff. When the flag is suspended over a sidewalk from a 

rope extending from a house to a pole at the edge of the sidewalk, the flag should be hoisted 
out, union first, from the building (Figure 2.6.). 

Figure 2.6.  Flag of the United States Suspended over a Sidewalk. 

 

2.10.7.  When displayed either horizontally or vertically against a wall, the union should be 

uppermost and to the flagôs own right, that is, to the observerôs left. When displayed in a 

window, the flag should be displayed in the same way, with the union (or blue field) to the 

left of the observer in the street. 

2.10.8.  When the flag is displayed over the middle of the street, it should be suspended 

vertically with the union to the north on an east and west street or to the east on a north and 
south street. 

2.10.9.  When used on a speakerôs platform, the flag, if  displayed flat, should be displayed 

above and behind the speaker. When displayed from a staff in a church or public 

auditorium, the flag of the United States should hold the position of superior prominence 

and in the position of honor at the clergymanôs or speakerôs right as he faces the audience. 

Any other flag so displayed should be placed on the left of the clergyman or speaker or to 
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the right of the audience (Figure 2.7.). The flag should always be positioned at the same 

level or above as the clergyman or speaker, never at a lower floor level. When the flag is 

not on stage but placed on the floor in front of the stage, the flag is to the right of the 
audience. 

Figure 2.7.  Flag of the United States on Stage with Speaker. 

 

2.10.10.  The flag should never be used as the covering for a statue or monument. 

2.10.11.  When the flag is suspended across a corridor or lobby in a building with only one 

main entrance, it should be suspended vertically with the union of the flag to the observerôs 

left upon entering.  If the building has more than one main entrance, the flag should be 

suspended vertically near the center of the corridor or lobby with the union to the north, 

when entrances are to the east and west or to the east when entrances are to the north and 

south.  This includes aircraft hangars. It is permitted to have U.S. flag/color team display for 

ceremonial events in front of and in addition to a large permanently affixed U.S. Flag 

displayed in a hanger or building (Figure 2.8.). 

Figure 2.8.  Flag of the United States/Colors with permanently affixed U.S. Flag display. 

 

2.10.12.  No flag or pennant may be placed (flown) above the flag of the United States or to 

the right of the American Flag.  Flags of other nations are flown or displayed in equal size 

and on poles of equal height, and are never flown below the flag of the United States.  While 

the preferred and most traditional method is to fly flags at outside venues on individual flag 

poles, the US Flag Code does permit flags of cities, states, localities, organizations (i.e. 

USAF, MAJCOM, NAF, or Wing flags), pennants of societies or special flags such as 

commemorative/AF Anniversary, Minuteman, or Prisoner of War/Missing in Action 

(POW/MIA) flags to be flown on the same halyard with the United States flag.   They should 
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be fastened to the halyard at a distance below the United States Flag so that when both are at 

rest the flag of the United States does not touch or overlap the second flag (see Figure 2.9.).  

When the flags are flown from adjacent staffs, the flag of the United States should be hoisted 
first and lowered last. 

Figure 2.9.  Flag of the United States with Minuteman Flag. 

 

2.10.13.  When three flag staffs are positioned outside a building, there may be two display 

options. If the flag staffs are in a straight line, then the flags should be of the same height 

with the flag of the United States to itôs own right. Use the building looking out to the flags 

as the point of reference for flag placement when flags are in line. If  the flag is positioned on 
the center staff, then the center staff must be higher than the other two staffs. 

2.10.14.  On a closed casket, the flag will be placed lengthwise, with the union at the head 

and over the left shoulder of the deceased (Figure 2.10.).  When a full-couch casket is 

opened, the flag will be removed, folded to the triangular shape of a cocked hat and placed in 

the lid at the head end of the casket and just above the decedentôs left shoulder.  When a half-

couch casket is opened, the flag will be folded on the lower half of the casket in the same 

relative position as when displayed full length on a closed casket.  The flag will not be 

lowered into the grave, and it will not be allowed to touch the ground.  The interment flag 
may be given to the next of kin at the conclusion of the interment. 

Figure 2.10.  Flag of the United States Draped over a Closed Casket. 

 

2.10.15.  The flag will  be draped left to right when posted and also when used in official 

photographs. The blue field should be on top with stripes running left to right. 
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2.10.16.  When painted or displayed on an aircraft or vehicle, the union is toward the front 
and the stripes trail. 

2.11.  Order of Precedence of Flags.  The following is the order of precedence of flags: 

2.11.1.  The flag of the United States. 

2.11.2.  Foreign national flags. Normally, these are displayed in alphabetical order using the 

English alphabet. When in NATO countries, NATO member country flags are displayed in 
French alphabetical order. 

2.11.3.  Flag of the President of the United States of America. 

2.11.4.  State and territorial flags. State flags should be displayed in order of admittance of 

the state to the Union. Territorial flags, when displayed, are displayed after the state flags in 

the order they were recognized by the United States. 

2.11.5.  Military organizational flags of the Services in order of precedence: 

2.11.5.1.  Cadets, United States Military Academy. 

2.11.5.2.  Midshipmen, United Stated Naval Academy. 

2.11.5.3.  Cadets, United States Air Force Academy. 

2.11.5.4.  Cadets, United States Coast Guard Academy. 

2.11.5.5.  Midshipmen, United States Merchant Marine Academy. 

2.11.5.6.  United States Army. 

2.11.5.7.  United States Marine Corps. 

2.11.5.8.  United States Navy. 

2.11.5.9.  United States Air Force. 

2.11.5.10.  United States Coast Guard. 

2.11.5.11.  Army National Guard of the United States. 

2.11.5.12.  Army Reserve. 

2.11.5.13.  Marine Corps Reserve. 

2.11.5.14.  Naval Reserve. 

2.11.5.15.  Air National Guard of the United States. 

2.11.5.16.  Air Force Reserve Command. 

2.11.5.17.  Coast Guard Reserve. 

2.11.5.18.  Other training organizations of the Army, Marine Corps, Navy, Air  Force, 
and Coast Guard, in that order, respectively. 

2.11.5.19.  Note: In times of war, when the Coast Guard operates as part of the Navy, 

the cadets, Coast Guard Academy, the Coast Guard, and the Coast Guard Reserve take 

precedence after the midshipmen of the Naval Academy, the Navy, and the Navy 
Reserve, respectively. 
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2.11.5.20.  In Joint Service Color Teams the Army as the senior service carries the U.S. 

flag and is NCOIC of the color team. Rifle guards are Army nearest the U.S. flag and 

Marine on the far end of the Joint Service Color Team. 

2.11.6.  Combatant Commands flags will be displayed before MAJCOM flags in the 
following order based on their establishment and activation dates: 

2.11.6.1.  United States Pacific Command: 1 January 1947. 

2.11.6.2.  United States European Command: 1 August 1952. 

2.11.6.3.  United States Southern Command: 6 June 1963. 

2.11.6.4.  United States Central Command: 1 January 1983. 

2.11.6.5.  United States Special Operations Command: 16 April 1987. 

2.11.6.6.  United States Transportation Command: 18 April 1987. 

2.11.6.7.  United States Joint Forces Command: 1 October 2002. 

2.11.6.8.  United States Northern Command: 1 October 2002. 

2.11.6.9.  United States Strategic Command: 1 October 2002. 

2.11.6.10.  United States Africa Command: 6 February 2007. 

2.11.7.  Local installation commanders may authorize the display of miscellaneous 
organizational flags (see paragraph 2.36.). 

2.11.7.1.  Air Education and Training Command: 23 January 1942. 

2.11.7.2.  United States Air Forces in Europe: 28 June 1942. 

2.11.7.3.  Pacific Air Forces: 3 August 1943. 

2.11.7.4.  Air Force Reserve Command: 21 June 1968. 

2.11.7.5.  Air Force Space Command: 1 September 1982. 

2.11.7.6.  Air Force Special Operations Command: 1 March 1983 

2.11.7.7.  Air Combat Command: 1 June 1992. 

2.11.7.8.  Air Mobility Command: 1 June 1992. 

2.11.7.9.  Air Force Materiel Command: 1 July 1992. 

2.11.8.  Positional flags in order of precedence. 

2.11.9.  Individual flags or personal colors in order of rank of those participating in the event. 

2.11.10.  The POW/MIA flag will always be the last flag in any display. 

2.11.11.  The POW/MIA flag will always be the last flag in any display, except on the six 

national observances for which Congress has ordered display of the POW/MIA flag.  On 

these days it is flown immediately below or adjacent to the United States flag as second in 

order of precedence (however it still would be flown after other national flags).  The six 

national observances are National POW/MIA Recognition Day (third Friday of September), 
Armed Forces Day, Memorial Day, Flag Day, Independence Day and Veterans Day. 



AFI34-1201  4 OCTOBER 2006 19 

2.12.  Respect for the United States Flag.  No disrespect should be shown to the flag of the 

United States of America; the flag will  not be dipped to any person or thing. Regimental colors, 

state flags and organizational or institutional flags are always dipped as a mark of respect to the 

flag of the United States. During arrival honors, as appropriate for persons listed in Attachment 2, 

the flag of the United States will  not be dipped. However, the Air  Force flag and organizational 

flags will  be dipped as appropriate. Military members will render the military salute as 
appropriate. At no time will a foreign national flag be dipped. 

2.12.1.  The flag should never be displayed with union down, except as a signal of dire 
distress in instances of extreme danger to life or property. 

2.12.2.  The flag should never touch anything beneath it, such as the ground, the floor, water, 

or merchandise. The flag should never be used as the covering for a statue or monument, 

although it could form a distinctive feature in a ceremony of the unveiling of a statue or 
monument. 

2.12.3.  The flag should never be carried flat or horizontally, but always aloft and free. 

2.12.4.  The flag should never be used as wearing apparel, bedding, or drapery. It should 

never be festooned, drawn back, nor up, or in folds, but always allowed to fall free (e.g., 

the flag should not be used to cover a speakerôs podium, drape the front of a platform or for 

other decoration. A proper substitute is bunting of blue, white, and red, always arranged with 

the blue above, the white in the middle, and the red below). 

2.12.5.  The flag should never be fastened, displayed, used, or stored in such a manner as to 
permit it to be easily torn, soiled, or damaged in any way. 

2.12.6.  The flag should never be used as a covering for a ceiling. 

2.12.7.  The flag should never have placed upon it, nor on any part of it, nor attached to it 
any mark, insignia, letter, word, figure, design, picture, or drawing of any nature. 

2.12.8.  The flag should never be used as a receptacle for receiving, holding, carrying, or 

delivering anything. 

2.12.9.  The flag should never be used for advertising purposes in any manner whatsoever. 

It should not be embroidered on such articles as cushions or handkerchiefs and the like, 

printed or otherwise impressed on paper napkins or boxes or anything that is designed for 

temporary use and discard. Advertising signs should not be fastened to a staff or halyard 
from which the flag is flown. 

2.12.10.  No part of the flag should ever be used as a costume or athletic uniform. 

However, a flag patch may be affixed to the uniform of military personnel, firemen, 

policemen, and members of patriotic organizations. A lapel flag pin, being a replica of the 

flag, should be worn on the left lapel near the heart. Patches worn on uniforms depicting the 
United States Flag should be worn on the left shoulder, with the union to the viewers left. 

2.12.11.  The flag should not be displayed on a float in a parade except from a staff. 

2.12.12.  The flag should not be draped over the hood, top, sides, or back of a vehicle or of a 

railroad train or boat. When the flag is displayed on a motorcar, the staff shall be fixed firmly 
to the chassis or clamped to the right fender. 
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2.12.13.  No other flag or pennant should be placed above or, i f on the same level, to 

the right (observerôs left) of the flag of the United States, except during church services 

conducted by naval chaplains at sea, when the church pennant may be flown above the flag 
during church services for the personnel of the Navy. 

2.13.  Display of the United States Flag at Half-Staff.  The United States flag shall be flown at 

half-staff throughout the United States and its territories and possessions on all DoD buildings, 

grounds, and naval vessels on several days throughout the year. 

2.13.1.  The following days apply: 

2.13.1.1.  On Memorial Day until noon, then raised to the top of the staff. 

2.13.1.2.  On Peace Officers Memorial Day, May 15 of each year, unless that day is also 
Armed Forces Day. 

2.13.1.3.  On Patriot Day, September 11 of each year. 

2.13.1.4.  On National Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day, December 7 of each year. 

2.13.1.5.  Each year in honor of the National Fallen Firefighters Memorial Service 

according to Public Law 107-51. This date is usually the first Sunday in October and is 

announced annually by Presidential Proclamation. 

2.13.1.6.  On the death of individuals in accordance with Attachment 3. 

2.13.1.7.  When so directed by the President of the United States or the Secretary of 
Defense. 

2.13.2.  The responsible military commander shall ensure the procedures for flyin g the 
flag at half-staff are executed as follows: 

2.13.2.1.  The term half-staff means the position of the flag when it is one-half the 

distance between the top and bottom of the staff. 

2.13.2.2.  The flag, when flown at half -staff, should be first hoisted to the peak for an 

instant and then lowered to the half-staff position. The flag should again be raised to the 
peak before it is lowered for the day. 

2.13.3.  The flag shall be flown at half-staff outside the United States on DoD buildings, 

grounds, and naval vessels even if another nationôs flag is flown full -staff next to the flag of 
the United States. 

2.13.4.  All  flags displayed with the flag of the United States should be flown at half-staff 

when the flag of the United States is flown at half-staff with the exception of foreign national 

flags. 

2.13.5.  The Heads of DoD Components may direct that the flag be flown at half-staff on 

buildings, grounds, or naval vessels under their jurisdiction on occasions other than those 

specified in paragraph 2.13.1. and Attachment 3, when they consider it proper and 

appropriate. Within the Air  Force, this authority is delegated to the installation commander. 

Any time an installation commander decides to fly the flag at half-staff based on this local 
authority for a local death, the base marquee(s) should state the reason to avoid confusion. 
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2.14.  Hoisting and Lowering the United States Flag.  During the ceremony of hoisting or 

lowering the flag, all persons present, except those in formation, should face the flag and 

stand at attention. Those present in uniform should stand at attention and render the military 

salute. When not in uniform, stand at attention with the right hand over the heart; if headgear is 

worn, remove it with the right hand and hold at the left shoulder, with the hand being over the 

heart. Non-US citizens should stand at attention. When the flag is lowered from the staff, no 

portion of it is allowed to touch the ground either in lowering or folding. The flag is detached 
from the halyard and folded as prescribed in Attachment 4. 

2.15.  Flag Folding Ceremony.  This paragraph discusses folding the flag of the United States at 

ceremonies other than military funerals. According to Title 4, Flag and Seal, Seat of Government 

and the States of the United States Code, there is no specific meaning assigned to the folds of the 

flag.  Although there are flag folding ceremony options offered by various national interest 

groups, these are not official Air Force ceremonies.  The Air Force developed a script which 

provides an historical perspective on the flag.  There are no ceremonies in the Air Force 

requiring a script to be read when the flag is folded.  However, when a flag folding ceremony is 

desired and conducted by Air Force personnel at any location, on or off an installation, this script 

is the only one which may be used.  This includes printing in programs and/or any handouts.  

See Attachment 4 for this script and a diagram depicting the proper method for folding the flag 

of the United States. 

2.16.  Ceremonial Reviews.  Render proper courtesies to the flag during parades or passes in 
review: 

2.16.1.  When in a moving column, the salute should be rendered six paces before passing the 
flag and held until six paces past the flag. 

2.16.2.  When attending ceremonial reviews, personnel in uniform should render a salute as 

the flag passes their position. Personnel not in uniform should stand at attention and place 
their right hand over their heart. 

2.17.  National Anthem.  Title 36, Patriotic Societies and Observances of the United States 

Code, Section 301 provides guidance on conduct during the playing of the National Anthem. 

The National Anthem, first verse, is the only song authorized for playing at Air Force 

Ceremonies when colors are presented.  God Bless America or other patriotic songs will not be 
substituted for the Nation Anthem. 

2.17.1.  Outdoors.  When the flag is displayed, all present except those in formation, should 

stand at attention facing the flag with their right hand over their heart. Members of the 

Armed Forces and veterans who are present, but not in uniform, may render the military 

salute.  All others should remove their hat with their right hand and hold the headdress at the 

left shoulder, the hand being over the heart.  Individuals in uniform should give the military 

salute at the first note of the National Anthem and maintain that position until the last note.  

When the flag is not displayed, all present should face toward the music and act in the same 

manner they would if the flag were displayed. 

2.17.2.  Indoors. Military  members in uniform, while in formations, should wear appropriate 

headgear and render the military salute at the first note of the National Anthem and maintain 

that position until the last note. While not wearing headgear during an indoor ceremony, 

military members, information or not, should stand at attention at the first note of the 
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National Anthem and maintain that position until the last note without rendering the 

military salute. There is one exception to this. Military members in uniform, under arms, 

should salute. Civilians should stand at attention facing the flag with their right hand over 
their heart. 

2.17.3.  During the playing of national anthems of fr iendly nations, military members and 

civilians should render the same customs and courtesies as those given during the playing of 

the United States National Anthem. 

2.17.3.1.  The performance of the national anthem of any foreign country will  be 

followed, without pause, by playing the National Anthem of the United States. 

When two or more foreign national anthems are played, the United States National 

Anthem is performed last. 

2.17.3.2.  Anthems of the United States or anthems of any foreign nations are never 

incorporated into any musical arrangement, composition, or medley and must be played 

through without repetition of any part except as required to make both the words and 

music complete. 

2.18.  Pledge of Allegiance.  The Pledge of Allegiance to the flag, I pledge allegiance to the 

flag of the United States of America, and to the Republic for which it stands, one Nation under 

God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all should be rendered by standing at attention and 

facing the flag. When not in uniform, persons should remove any non-religious headdress with 

their right hand and hold it at the left shoulder, with the hand being over the heart. Persons in 

uniform should remain silent, face the flag, and render the military salute if outdoors and 

indoors if in formation and wearing appropriate headdress. If  indoors and without headdress, 

military members should stand at attention, remain silent, and face the flag. Military members 
in uniform do not recite the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag. 

2.19.  To the Colors.  To the Colors is not the National Anthem, it is only a bugle call and is 

sometimes played instead of the National Anthem, although it is not recommended as a 

replacement to the National Anthem. During To the Colors, military members and civilians 

should render the same customs and courtesies as those given to the playing of the National 

Anthem. 

2.20.  Taps  Taps began as a signal to ñextinguish lightsò or ñlights outò at the end of the day. 

Many bases across the Air Force play Taps to signify lights out or to begin quiet hours. For these 

purposes, there are no formal protocol procedures required. However, upon hearing Taps at a 

military ceremony (military funeral/memorial ceremony), proper protocol dictates those 

individuals in uniform render appropriate honors, indoor or outdoor, until the music is complete. 
Civilians should remove their headgear and place their hand over their heart. 

2.21.  Reveille and Retreat.  Flags on stationary flag staffs are only saluted during Reveille, 

Retreat or special ceremonies. In these cases, when outside and in uniform, face the flag (if 

visible) or face the music. Stand at attention and salute on the first note of the music (or if no 

music, when you see the flag first being raised or lowered). Drop your salute after the last note is 

played, or when the flag has been fully raised or lowered, depending on the ceremony (during the 

playing of "Sound Retreat" which precedes the lowering of the flag, stand at Parade Rest). If in 

a vehicle during Reveille or Retreat, pull the car to the side of the road and stop. All  occupants 
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sit quietly at attention until the last note of the music has played. When in civilian clothes and 
outdoors, stand at attention and place your right hand (with a hat if  wearing one) over your heart. 

Section 2CðAir Force Flags 

2.22.  United States Air Force Departmental Flag.  This section describes the United States 

Air Force Departmental Flag (Figure 2.11.). The departmental flag is made of rayon or synthetic 

substitute material, ultramarine blue in color. The distinctive center design is the Air Force Coat 

of Arms and the encircling 13 white stars from the Seal of the Department of the Air Force. 

ñUnited States Air Forceò is inscribed on a scroll attached to the bottom of the shield. The design 

of the United Air Force Departmental Flag appears on both sides of the flag. The design is 

reversed on the reverse side of the flag (it is backwards on the reverse side), but all lettering 

reads correctly from left to right on both sides. The eagle always faces toward the staff on both 

sides. There are two authorized sizes of the United States Air Force Departmental Flag: The 

ceremonial (4 feet 4 inches by 5 feet 6 inches) is authorized for optional use with streamers. The 

smaller Air Force flag (3 feet by 4 feet) will not be used with streamers. Uses and descriptions 

for each size are detailed below. These provisions also apply to Air Force Reserve and Air 

National Guard organizations. 

Figure 2.11.  United States Air Force Departmental Flag. 

 

2.22.1.  The ceremonial size United States Air  Force Departmental Flag, with or without 

streamers, is 4 feet 4 inches by 5 feet 6 inches, and is trimmed on three edges with a rayon 

fringe of yellow 2 inches wide. The ceremonial size of the United States Air Force 
Departmental Flag also serves as the HQ USAF flag. 

2.22.2.  The size of the United States Flag should determine the appropriate size of the Air 

Force flag used when displaying them together. Both sizes of the Air Force flag match 

approved sizes of the United States Flag and Air  Force positional flags (see paragraph 

2.27.) which makes displaying them together easier. Consideration should always be given 
to ensure appropriate respect to the flag of the United States. 

2.22.3.  The United States Air Force Departmental Flag, either size, (ceremonial size 

optionally with or without streamers), may be displayed only when representing the 

Department of the Air  Force on State and official occasions. It may be used at joint 

command headquarters, joint service schools, and similar joint activities where the United 

States Air  Force is a participant or is represented. Its use is authorized on such other 
occasions as may be recommended by installation commanders. 
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2.22.4.  Each MAJCOM is authorized one ceremonial-sized United States Air Force 

Departmental Flag with streamers (paragraph 2.30.) for permanent indoor use and display 

at its headquarters. 

2.22.5.  The 3 feet by 4 feet version of the Air Force Departmental Flag is identical in design 

to the ceremonial size, but is displayed without streamers.  This smaller version may be used 

on all occasions the larger ceremonial flag may be used; however, it is not to be used with 

streamers. Its size matches identically with the size of the general officersô flags and the Air 

Force Senior Executive Service flag and should be used in ceremonies or events in which all 
flags need to be of the same size. 

2.22.6.  When displayed with departmental flags of other United States military services, 

precedence is as follows: Army, Marine Corps, Navy, Air Force, and Coast Guard. 

2.22.7.  When displayed or carried with flags of other Air Force organizations, foreign 

national flags, or State flags, the order of precedence is as follows: The United States flag, 
foreign national flags, state flags, Air Force flag, and flags of other Air Force organizations. 

2.22.8.  The Air Force departmental flag is an organizational flag and is dipped while the 

National Anthem, ñTo the Colors,ò musical honors for Chief of Staff of the Air Force or 

higher, or a foreign national anthem is played.  The Departmental Flag is also dipped when 

rendering honors to the Secretary of the Air Force, the Chief of Staff of the Air Force, their 

direct representative, or any government official of equivalent or higher grade, including 

foreign dignitaries.  Additionally, the departmental flag and other subordinate flags will be 

dipped during military funeral honors.  This includes the movement and transfer of the 

remains, the playing of ñmuffled rufflesò and ñTaps.ò  The departmental flag will not be 
dipped under any other circumstances. 

2.22.9.  The Ai r Force departmental flag is an organizational flag and is dipped while the 

National Anthem, ñTo the Colors,ò musical honors for Chief of Staff of the Air Force or 

higher, or a foreign national anthem is played. The Departmental Flag is also dipped when 

rendering honors to the Secretary of the Air  Force, the Chief of Staff of the Air  Force, their 

direct representative, or any government official of equivalent or higher grade, including 

foreign dignitaries. Additionally, the departmental flag and other subordinate flags wil l 

be dipped during military funeral honors. This includes the movement and transfer of the 

remains, the playing of ñmuffled rufflesò and ñTaps.ò The departmental flag will not be 

dipped under any other circumstances. 

2.23.  Organizational Flags.  Design and Description: Organizational flags are rayon or 

synthetic substitute material, ultramarine blue field, 3 feet by 4 feet, trimmed on three edges with 

a fringe of yellow rayon 2 inches wide. The shield contains the organizational emblem, and the 

scroll beneath contains the organizationôs designation. The design on organizational flags 

appears on both sides of the flag. However, the design is reversed on the reverse side of the 

flag, but all lettering reads correctly from the left to right on both sides. The eagle always faces 

toward the staff on both sides. 

2.23.1.  Authorization and Display: Organizational heraldry (including flags) on a shield type 

emblem is not authorized for units without a headquarters designation and are used on 

ceremonial occasions when the organization is represented. Organizational flags are kept at 

the headquarters to which issue is authorized. There are two authorized ways to display 
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organizational flags of several commands. When they are displayed in a group, they can 

be displayed either alphabetically or numerically, as applicable, within groupings of each 

echelon or command. The host commander is the authorized authority to determine 
display. The host flag is displayed at the center of the groupings. 

2.23.1.1.  Headquarters Air Force, major commands, numbered air forces, centers, wings, 

groups, and comparable organizations having a headquarters component shall have 

their approved emblem design placed/positioned on the shield and their designation 

positioned on the scroll. Refer to AFI 84-105, Organizational Lineage, Honors, and 
Heraldry, for further discussion on authorized unit emblems. 

2.23.1.2.  Groups and comparable organizations having a headquarters component, if  

permanently assigned and aligned with a higher echelon (groups to wings, or centers 

to Air Force Materiel Command, as examples) may use the emblem design of the 
higher echelon, with their own unit designation on the scroll. 

2.23.1.3.  Organizations authorized a flag, which do not have approved emblems, shall 

use the provisional flag (Figure 2.12.).  The words "United States Air Force" appear on 
the scroll. 

Figure 2.12.  United States Air Force Provisional Flag with United States Air Force Flag. 

 

2.23.1.4.  Air Force Reserve Officer Training Corps (ROTC) units use the coat of arms or 

emblem from the seal of the university with the school designation on the scroll (Figure 

2.13.). 

Figure 2.13.  United States Air Force ROTC Flag. 
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2.24.  Air Force Recruiting Service Flag.  The Air Force Recruiting Service Flag (Figure 

2.14.) is Air Force blue wool bunting, 2.37 feet by 4 feet 6 inches. The coat of arms and the 

encircling 13 white stars from the seal of the Department of the Air Force are in the center. "U.S. 

Air Force" is above the design and "Recruiting Service" is below the design. Letters are Air 
Force yellow. 

Figure 2.14.  United States Air Force Recruiting Flag. 

 

2.25.  Religious Flags.  The following guidelines apply: 

2.25.1.  Chaplain Service Flag. The Chaplain Service flag is blue, with the chaplain 

emblem in the center and yellow fringe along three edges, 2 inches in length. The flag is 

available in two sizes, 4 feet 4 inches by 5 feet 6 inches and 3 feet by 4 feet. The Chaplain 

Service flag represents the accommodation of religious expression and a commitment to the 

free exercise of religion. 

2.25.2.  The Chaplain Service flag may be displayed at military formations, gatherings, and 

ceremonies, even those not specifically religious in nature. During the conduct of religious 

services or ceremonies, religious flags may be displayed as appropriate to ensure 

accurate representation of the religious orientation of the service or ceremony. These 

religious flags should be removed following the service or ceremony. The Chaplain Service 
flag should be displayed at all times in chapels on Air Force installations. 

2.26.  Positional Flags.  Certain civilian and military officials of the United States government 

are entitled, by virtue of their official status or position, to have individual flags representing 

their official position within the government. These flags are kept in the office of the person to 

whom issue is authorized. Positional flags are displayed at ceremonies only when the 

distinguished person for whom it represents is present and has a role in the ceremony or event. 

They are not intended to be flown from flagpoles or on buildings. However, they may be 

displayed during outdoor ceremonies, pre-positioned or hand held. Positional flags for Air  Force 

personnel are 4 feet 4 inches by 5 feet 6 inches. Positional flags of primary concern to the Air 
Force are listed below: 

2.26.1.  President of the United States.  This flag is blue, 4 feet 4 inches by 5 feet 6 inches; 

and trimmed on three edges with a fringe of silver and gold bullion, 2½ inches wide.  The 

coat of arms of the President of the United States, encircled with 50 white stars, is in the 
center.  Cord and tassels are red, white and blue strands (Figure 2.15.). 
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Figure 2.15.  President of the United States Flag. 

 

2.26.2.  Vice President of the United States.  This flag is white, 4 feet 4 inches by 5 feet 6 

inches, and trimmed on three edges with a fringe of blue, 2½ inches wide.  The Vice 

Presidential coat of arms is centered on the flag with a five-pointed blue star in each corner.  

Cord and tassels are blue and white.  Depending on the ceremony or event, cord and tassels 
may be optional (Figure 2.16.). 

Figure 2.16.  Vice President of the United States Flag. 

 

2.26.3.  Secretary of Defense.  This flag is medium blue, 4 feet 4 inches by 5 feet 6 inches.  

A five-pointed white star is in each of the four corners.  The center of the flag displays the 

eagle, shield, and arrows from the Seal of the Department of Defense.  The flag is trimmed 

on three edges with a white fringe, 2½ inches wide.  Cord and tassels are medium blue and 
white (Figure 2.17.). 

Figure 2.17.  Secretary of Defense Flag. 

 

2.26.4.  Deputy Secretary of Defense.  This flag is white, 4 feet 4 inches by 5 feet 6 inches.  

A medium blue, five-pointed star is in each of the four corners.  The center of the flag 
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displays the eagle, shield, and arrows from the Seal of the Department of Defense.  The flag 

is trimmed on three edges with a fringe of medium blue, 2½ inches wide.  Cord and tassels 

are white and medium blue (Figure 2.18.). 

Figure 2.18.  Deputy Secretary of Defense Flag. 

 

2.26.5.  Secretary of the Air Force.  This flag is blue, 4 feet 4 inches by 5 feet 6 inches.  The 

center of the flag displays the Air Force Coat of Arms.  A five-pointed white star is in each 

of the four corners.  The flag is trimmed on three edges with a fringe of yellow, 2½ inches 

wide (Figure 2.19.). 

Figure 2.19.  Secretary of the Air Force Flag. 

 

2.26.6.  Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff. This flag is 4 feet 4 inches by 5 feet 6 inches, 

divided equally by a diagonal line from the left upper corner to the lower right corner. The 

upper part is medium blue and the lower part is white. The eagle, shield, and arrows from the 

Seal of the Department of Defense are in the center of the flag. Four stars are placed 

diagonally from lower left corner to upper right corner, two white stars on the medium blue 

part and two medium blue stars on the white part. The flag is trimmed on three edges with a 

fringe of yellow, 2½ inches wide. Cord and tassels are medium blue and white (Figure 

2.20.). 


