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This publication delineates the mission, chain of command, and responsibilities of the Air Force Weather
Agency (AFWA). It applies to Headquarters AFWA and its subordinate units. 

SUMMARY OF REVISIONS

Changes incorporated in this mission directive (indicated by a bar (|) preceding the affected paragraphs)
include changing Air Weather Service to Air Force Weather Agency, updating organizational names, and
modifying statements to better define AFWA’s role in the reengineered Air Force Weather (AFW). 

1.  Mission. The mission of AFWA is to maximize our Nation’s air, space, and ground combat effective-
ness by providing accurate, relevant, and timely air and space weather information to DoD, national, and
coalition users, and by providing standardized training and equipment to Air Force Weather. AFWA is a
field-operating agency, reporting to Headquarters, United States Air Force Director of Weather, Deputy
Chief of Staff, Air and Space Operations (HQ USAF/XOW). 

2.  Command. The AFWA Commander: 

2.1.  Reports directly to HQ USAF/XOW. 

2.2.  Commands the forces of AFWA. 

2.3.  In conjunction/coordination with HQ USAF/XOW, is authorized direct communications with the
Joint Staff, MAJCOMs, Air Force, Army, Navy and joint combat forces on matters relating to the
planning, programming, and budgeting of AF-wide weather acquisition programs, standard proce-
dures, and technical training. 

2.4.  Provides support/advice to the Office of the Federal Coordinator of Meteorology (OFCM) as part
of OFCM’s role as chair of the Interdepartmental Committee for Meteorological Services and Sup-
porting Research, and participates as a standing member of OFCM’s Committee for Operational Pro-
cessing Centers. 
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2.5.  Serves as Air Force Lead for multi-agency Shared Processing Operations Steering Committee. 

3.  Responsibilities. AFWA: 

3.1.  Provides centralized air and space weather and climatological support to the Joint Chiefs of Staff,
Air Force, Army, unified commands, national intelligence community (NIC), and other agencies as
directed by the United States Air Force Chief of Staff. 

3.2.  Serves as lead interface among the operating commands and the Single Program Director for ter-
restrial weather systems, space environmental models, and ground-based-space environmental sys-
tems. 

3.2.1.  Plans, programs, budgets, fields, and sustains standard, inter-operable and integrated AFW
systems. 

3.2.2.  Supervises and directs logistics planning activities for standard AFW systems. 

3.2.3.  Provides selective training, testing, evaluations, and proof of concepts for AFW systems. 

3.2.4.  Collects and processes AFW weather requirements for presentation to the Air Force
Weather Requirements Oversight Council (AFWROC). 

3.3.  Acquires and manages dedicated communication capabilities for AFW operations. 

3.4.  Plans for and provides innovative combat weather techniques, tactics, and procedures for Air
Force weather personnel supporting Army and Air Force operations. 

3.5.  Serves as DoD lead for Meteorological Satellite Data Exploitation. 

3.5.1.  Identifies Defense Meteorological Satellite Program requirements to support DoD activi-
ties, to include launch requests, recommended sensor complements, and orbital configuration. 

3.5.2.  Ingests, processes, and distributes data from meteorological satellites worldwide. 

3.6.  In conjunction with HQ USAF/XOWP, manages the AFW standardization and evaluation (stan/
eval) program. 

3.6.1.  Develops standards by which OWSs and CWTs are evaluated. 

3.6.2.  Conducts stan/eval visits to OWSs (with MAJCOM augmentation) and to CWTs (augments
MAJCOM staffs) 

3.7.  Provides specialized technical training solutions to improve the performance of AFW personnel. 

3.8.  Directs efforts to support and improve the terrestrial and space weather information provided to
Air Force, Army, and joint operations through the exploitation of science and technology; implements
new capabilities and products based on operational shortfalls. 

3.9.  Provides support to the National Weather Service WSR-88D Radar Operation Center as part of
the Tri-Agency program. 
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3.10.  Operates the Air Force Weather Technical Library, and provides AFWA Scientific and Techni-
cal Information Program (STINFO) and AFWA Foreign Disclosure Officer (FDO) services. 

RONALD E. KEYS,  Lt General, USAF 
DCS/Air & Space Operations 
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