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SUMMARY OF REVISIONS

This document is substantially revised and must be completely reviewed. 

This revision changes the title from Fire Protection to Fire Emergency Services; clarifies the roles and
missions of fire emergency services; redefines commander responsibilities; corrects organizational
authority; adds and explains the term, weapons of mass destruction (WMD); and deletes reference to spe-
cific subparts of Title 29, Code of Federal Regulations, Chapter XVII, Occupation Safety and Health
Administration. 

1.  The purpose of this directive is to establish responsibility for fire emergency services to meet Air Force
needs and obligations and implement Department of Defense Instruction (DoDI) 6055.6, Department of
Defense Fire and Emergency Services Program. The Air Force must provide fire emergency services to
prevent and minimize losses to Air Force lives, property, and the environment occurring in periods of
peace, war, homeland security/defense, military operations other than war, and humanitarian operations.
When called upon, the Air Force will make its fire emergency services and capabilities available to assist
national and civil authorities under DoDI 6055.6, mutual aid agreements, host nation support agreements,
and Air Force Instruction 10-802, Military Support to Civil Authorities. 

2.  The Air Force will: 

2.1.  Ensure commanders have the capabilities to provide aircraft rescue, aircraft fire fighting, struc-
tural fire suppression, emergency medical support, specialized rescues, and to mitigate the impact of
hazardous material accidents (including intentional or accidental releases of industrial materials),
chemical, biological, or radiological environments, and detonation of high explosives for first
responders. 
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2.2.  Establish a program to ensure compliance with and educate personnel on fire prevention stan-
dards. Employ a management system approach to fire emergency services. 

2.3.  Ensure organizations comply with all applicable federal, state, local, and DoD regulations. These
organizations will also comply with the National Fire Codes published by the National Fire Protection
Association (NFPA), which are adopted and implemented as Air Force Standards. 

3.  The following responsibilities and authorities are established: 

3.1.  Assistant Secretary of the Air Force, Installations, Environment & Logistics (SAF/IE) is respon-
sible for fire protection policy matters as described in Air Force Policy Directive (AFPD) 90-1, Policy
Formulation. SAF/IE provides broad policy and Air Force-wide performance oversight. Additionally,
they are the principal representatives and advocates with the Office of the Secretary of Defense staff,
federal agencies, and Congress. SAF/IE approval is required before this document is changed, reis-
sued, or rescinded. 

3.2.  The Office of the Civil Engineer (HQ USAF/ILE) provides policy, advocates resources for, and
oversees the Air Force’s Fire and Emergency Services Program. 

3.3.  Major command (MAJCOM) commanders and Chief, National Guard Bureau, establish, pro-
vide, and maintain command Fire and Emergency Services programs, resources, policies, and over-
sight needed to comply with policies implemented by SAF/IE and HQ USAF/ILE. 

4.  Terms Explained:  

4.1.  The NFPA National Fire Codes provide national consensus standards recognized by DoD, the
Department of Labor, and the Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA). National con-
sensus standards are professional standards that address areas not covered by regulatory standards. 

4.2.  Hazardous Materials are substances that pose a threat to human health or to the environment due
to their toxic, corrosive, flammable, explosive, or chemically reactive nature; or those substances des-
ignated as hazardous under the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability
Act of 1980 (42 USC, Chapter 103), or as defined by AFI 10-2501, Full Spectrum Threat Response
Planning and Response Guide. For overseas installations, hazardous materials are listed in host nation
governing standards and environmental guidance documents. 

4.3.  WMD is defined by Joint Publication 1-02, Department of Defense Dictionary of Military and
Associated Terms, as weapons that are capable of a high order of destruction and/or of being used in
such a manner as to destroy large numbers of people. Weapons of mass destruction can be chemical,
biological, radiological, nuclear or a high-yield explosive, but exclude the means of transporting or
propelling the weapon where such means are a separable and divisible part of the weapon. 

5.  This policy applies to all Air Force installations and to Air Force government-owned facilities with
on-site fire protection and emergency services capabilities. Contractor-operated facilities will provide fire
protection and emergency services capabilities as described in the applicable statement of work or mem-
orandum of understanding. 

6.  This directive implements national policies outlined in the Title 29, Code of Federal Regulations,
Chapter XVII; DoD Instruction 6055.6; and National Fire Codes published by the National Fire Protec-
tion Association. 
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7.  This directive interfaces with AFPD 10-25, Full Spectrum Threat Response  

JAMES G. ROCHE
Secretary of the Air Force
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Attachment 1 

GLOSSARY OF REFERENCES AND SUPPORTING INFORMATION 

References 

United States Code 

42 USC, Chapter 103, Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act of
1980, and as amended. 

Code of Federal Regulations 

29 CFR, Chapter XVII, Occupational Safety and Health Administration 

DoD Publications 

DoD Instruction 6055.6, Department of Defense Fire and Emergency Services Program 

Joint Publication 1-02, Department of Defense Dictionary of Military and Associated Terms 

Air Force Publications 

AFPD 90-1, Policy Formulation 

AFPD 10-25, Full Spectrum Threat Response  

AFI 10-2501, Full Spectrum Threat Response Planning and Response Guide 

AFI 32-4002, Hazardous Materials Emergency Planning and Response Program 

AFMAN 32-4013, Hazardous Material Emergency Planning and Response Guide 

Abbreviations and Acronyms 

DoD—Department of Defense 

HQ USAF—Headquarters United States Air Force 

HQ USAF/ILE—The Office of the Civil Engineer 

HQ USAF/ILEX—The Office of the Civil Engineer, Readiness and Installation Support Division 

MAJCOM—Major Command 

NFPA—National Fire Protection Association 

OPR—Office of Primary Responsibility 

OSHA—Occupational Safety and Health Administration 

SAF/IE—Assistant Secretary of the Air Force, Installations, Environment & Logistics 

WMD—Weapons of Mass Destruction 
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