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This Fighter Wing Instruction (FWI) implements AFMAN 15-125, Weather Station Operations, and
establishes the Weather Warning Procedures. It is designated as a management tool for all operations dur-
ing adverse weather conditions to prevent or minimize damage to unit facilities from all adverse weather
conditions other than those of tropical nature. A separate Wing Hurevac plan provides protection from
tropical storms. Reference Air Force Occupational Safety and Health Standard (AFOSHSTD) 91-66,
General Industrial Operations, and AFOSHSTD 91-100, Aircraft Flight Line-Ground Operations And
Activities. 

1.  Definition.  

1.1.  Gale Warning. Sustained wind velocities between 34 and 47 knots, inclusive. 

1.2.  Small Craft Warning. Sustained wind velocities between 18 and 33 knots or greater. 

1.3.  Storm Warning. Sustained wind velocities of 48 knots or greater. 

1.4.  Hurricane. Sustained wind velocity in excess of 64 knots. 

1.5.  Thunderstorm Condition II. Destructive winds, lightning, thunder, or hail are expected within 6
hours. 

1.6.  Thunderstorm Condition I. Destructive winds, lightning or hail are imminent. Thunderstorms are
moving to or within 5NM of the air station. 

1.7.  Tornado Condition II. Conditions are favorable for the formation of tornadoes. 

1.8.  Tornado Condition I. A tornado has actually been sited or indicated by weather radar in the
immediate area. 

2.  Imminence of Threat. Applies to gale, storm, or hurricane conditions. (Condition I and II also apply
to thunderstorms and tornadoes). 

http://www.e-publishing.af.mil


2 926FWI91-212   1 FEBRUARY 2002

2.1.  Condition V. Trend indicates no impending hazardous force winds. 

2.2.  Condition IV. Trend indicates a possible threat of destructive winds within 72 hours. 

2.3.  Condition III. Destructive winds of gale or storm force are possible within 48 hours. 

2.4.  Condition II. Destructive winds of gale or storm force are expected within 24 hours. For thunder-
storms or tornadoes winds are expected within 6 hours. 

2.5.  Condition I. Destructive winds of gale or storm strength are expected within 12 hours or less. 

3.  Responsibilities:  

3.1.  The Naval Oceanography Command Detachment (NOCD) – New Orleans prepares and dissem-
inates warning information to authorities on board the Naval Air Station concerning impending peri-
ods of hazardous weather. 

3.2.  Navy Operations Duty Officer/Command Duty Officer (ODO/CDO) sets conditions of readiness
as necessary. 

3.3.  Navy Operations Duty Officer/Air Operations Desk. Navy Operations Duty Officer/Air Opera-
tions Desk calls 926FW Command Post and Maintenance Readiness Center (MOC) to advise of con-
dition of readiness as set and directed by the Navy ODO/CDO. After duty hours, Security Police will
notify Air Reserve Technician(s) (ART) by use of a unit personnel alert roster. 

3.4.  Commander. Activate the Command Post as conditions warrant. 

3.5.  Command Post. Notifies the sections listed of the conditions set. This condition will be
announced on the public address system by 926FW MOC and Operations office. 

4.  Specific Duties:  

4.1.  During the period 1 June – 30 November: 

4.1.1.  The meteorological conditions favorable to the production of air mass thunderstorms exist
during but are not restricted exclusively to the period 1 June – 30 November. 

4.1.2.  During this time of year all sections will be prepared to take immediate action to secure
assigned equipment to withstand winds up to 35 knots. 

4.2.  Gale Warnings: 

4.2.1.  Condition III. The aircraft maintenance officer will have all aircraft secured against possi-
ble damage that might result from wind gusts to 35 knots. 

4.2.2.  Condition II/I: Operations officer and Supervisor of Flying (SOF) will maintain active gale
watch and depending on estimated time of arrival (ETA) and severity of gale will: 

4.2.2.1.  Curtail all flight operations not operationally necessary. 

4.2.2.2.  Advise all airborne aircraft in-flight within calling distance of impending weather
conditions. 

4.2.2.3.  Recall all aircraft in flight within calling distance or direct them to alternate fields out-
side the hazardous area. 

4.2.2.4.  Advise aircraft maintenance officers to maintain an active gale watch and depending
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on ETA and severity of the gale, hangar aircraft as necessary. 

4.2.2.5.  Advise all sections to secure all gear that might become flying debris and notify Com-
mand Post when the section is secured. 

4.2.2.6.  Direct the Command Post to check for completion of preparation by each section. 

4.3.  Storm Warnings: 

4.3.1.  Condition III: 

4.3.1.1.  Aircraft maintenance officer will advise all personnel of possible hazardous weather.
Maintain security of all aircraft as in Gale Condition III. Coordinate with Operations Group/
CC and prepare aircraft for possible evacuation. Secure all equipment and related equipment
not in use. 

4.3.1.2.  All section heads will insure personnel are advised of potential hazardous weather,
and supervise the securing of equipment or material not in use. 

4.3.1.3.  Command Post will coordinate with OG/CC and alert aircrew of possible evacuation. 

4.3.2.  Condition II/I. 

4.3.2.1.  All sections. Inspect building and equipment in area of responsibility to insure facili-
ties are available for securing. Assign personnel, if needed, to maintain security of sections.
Secure sections and report to Command Post. 

4.3.2.2.  Aircraft Maintenance Officer. Hangar aircraft. Prepare tie down of aircraft if hangar
space is not available. Establish an aircraft security watch. 

4.3.2.3.  Operations and Supervisor of Flying. Maintain active storm watch. Depending on
ETA and severity of storm: 

4.3.2.3.1.  Curtail all flight operations. 

4.3.2.3.2.  Recall all aircraft on local flight or direct them to an alternate field outside the
hazardous area. 

4.3.2.4.  Command Post. Check all sections to insure implementation of protective measures
during non-duty hours. Verify all sections are secured. 

4.3.2.5.  Security Guard. Assist Command Post as necessary. 

4.4.  Thunderstorm Warning: 

4.4.1.  Condition II. Flight line supervision will be prepared to immediately take action to have all
aircraft secured against possible damage that might result from wind gusts to 35 knots. 

4.4.2.  Condition I. Because a Thunderstorm Warning Condition I is issued when the threat is
“Imminent”, specific actions are not published. Sections will review paragraph 4. of this regula-
tion, as appropriate, when notified that Condition I exists. Take actions in accordance with the
wind speed or imminence of the thunderstorms. Base weather normally provides an estimated
time of arrival of the thunderstorm. 

4.5.  Lightning Procedures. 
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4.5.1.  General Lightning Safety: For all AF activities and operations: Whenever lightning is
detected or observed within the immediate vicinity of any activity or operation, the following pre-
cautions should be taken: Do not go out of doors or remain out unless it is absolutely necessary.
Seek shelter as follows: 

4.5.1.1.  Dwelling or other buildings that are protected against lightning. 

4.5.1.2.  Protected underground shelters; large metal-framed buildings. 

4.5.1.3.  Enclosed automobiles, buses, and other vehicles with metal tops and bodies. 

4.5.1.4.  Streets that may be shielded by nearby buildings. 

4.5.1.5.  Certain locations are extremely hazardous during thunderstorms and should be
avoided include: 

4.5.1.5.1.  Hilltops and ridges. 

4.5.1.5.2.  Areas on top of buildings. 

4.5.1.5.3.  Open fields, athletic fields, and golf courses. 

4.5.1.5.4.  Parking lots, tennis courts. 

4.5.1.5.5.  Swimming pools, lakes, and seashores. 

4.5.1.5.6.  Near wire fences, clotheslines, overhead wires, and railroad tracks. 

4.5.1.5.7.  Under isolated trees. 

4.5.1.5.8.  Near electrical appliances, telephones, plumbing fixtures, and metal or electri-
cally conductive objects. 

4.5.2.  Lightning Watch is in effect 30 minutes prior to thunderstorms being within 5 nautical
miles (NM) radius of any predetermined location or activity as forecast by the Navy Weather
Shop. A lightning Watch will be declared when Thunderstorm Condition II goes into effect. Dur-
ing a lightning watch, accomplish the following: 

4.5.2.1.  Operations or activities may continue however, all personnel must be prepared to
implement lightning warning procedures without delay. 

4.5.2.2.  Be alert for any lightning activity, to include audible thunder, and advise supervisory
personnel of any observations. 

4.5.2.3.  Supervisors should begin implementing risk management principles to insure equip-
ment and operations are prepared for immediate implementation of flight line evacuation
should Thunderstorm Condition I be called (i.e. close canopies, store equipment, etc). 

4.5.3.  Lightning Warning is in effect whenever Thunderstorm Condition I is declared or any light-
ning is occurring within 5 NM radius of the predetermined locations and activities. Personnel in
affected locations or engaged in affected activities will take the following actions: 

4.5.3.1.  Cease all outside activity and seek shelter. Recommended locations that provide safe
shelter and locations to avoid are listed in paragraph 4.5.1. 

4.5.3.2.  Aircraft wash racks and aircraft shelters located on the flightline are not protected by
a lightning protection system and will be evacuated when under Thunderstorm Condition I. 
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4.5.4.  If lightning does not occur within 5 NM at the valid (Forecast) time of the lightning watch,
Navy Weather Shop will reassess the lightning watch and amend as needed. Lightning warnings
will be canceled when the thunderstorms have passed beyond the 5 NM radius of the location or
activity. A lightning watch will not be canceled if there is potential for more thunderstorms within
30 minutes. 

4.5.5.  All aircraft explosive loading/unloading operations, fuel servicing and maintenance activi-
ties (including LOX servicing) will cease whenever a Lightning Warning is in effect. Exceptions:
vehicle movements (including refuelers) and pipeline transfers (including bulk storage to hydrant
tanks). 

4.5.6.  During aircraft Arm/de-arm operations, all personnel, if at end of runway (EOR) when
Thunderstorm Condition I is called, should remain in the vehicle when lightning is in the area or
return to the 926FW ramp. 

5.  General Information.  

5.1.  If the situation warrants, any condition may be set without putting into effect the intermediate
conditions. For example, Condition I may be set without having put into effect either Condition III or
II. In this event, the procedures established for all three conditions will be carried out simultaneously. 

5.2.  Termination of any condition will be determined by the Navy Commanding Officer, Executive
Officer, Operations Officer, or in their absence, the CDO and the word passed by the Navy Operations
Duty Officer/Air Operations Officer to the Unit Command Post. The Command Post will pass infor-
mation to the sections. 

5.3.  During conditions of local air mass thunderstorms, the Navy Operations Duty Officer/Air Oper-
ations Desk will relay information as necessary to the Squadron Operations Officer and Maintenance
Officer so they will insure the security of their sections. 

5.4.  Recall procedures will be verified at the pilot briefing. 

5.5.  The Command Post and SOF will begin recall procedures at the direction of the OG/CC after
passage of severe weather. 

5.6.  All sections will report damage of facilities and equipment to the Command Post to pass on to the
appropriate agency. Damage affecting the unit mission will receive priority repair action as deter-
mined by the Wing Commander. 

5.7.  Report will be prepared by the Command Post. 

5.8.  A current roster of unit key personnel will be furnished to the Navy Operations Duty Officer/Air
Operations Desk by the Command Post for use during non-duty hours. 

5.9.  When Thunderstorm Condition I is received by Navy Operations Duty Officer/Air Operations
Desk, all personnel will evacuate the flight line. Flight expediter may suspend flight line operations
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for hazardous conditions at anytime due to rapidly changing weather. The SOF and Maintenance
Officer will be notified when flight line is being cleared of personnel. 

ROBERT R. SWAIN JR.,   Col, USAFR 
Commander 
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